Tots News
Exploration and learning lives here

September/October 2019
Dear Parents and Whanau
Spring reluctantly sprung in September and while we had some lovely days they were
punctuated with lots of wind and rain! Children were not deterred and loved being outside
in all weather. We invested in some new onesie rain wear as many had been worn out. The
next morning the children were outside wearing their new onesies… the sun shining and not
a cloud in the sky. Now if only they were so keen to put them on when it rains!
Following on from our mention in
the last newsletter, our monarch
butterfly garden has been a great
success. We had around 10 eggs
still to hatch with 10 caterpillars
hungrily chewing their way to full
size and one that is hanging
upside down and going into the
metamorphosis
stage
of
transforming into a chrysalis.
The children have observed that
these caterpillars can wander off

and often have to be brought
back to their swan plants.
The preschool and toddler rooms
have created an indoor haven in
their science corners where they
can observe up close the
transition from caterpillar to
butterfly. This is very exciting
indeed.

In Kiwi room we have begun a
transformation of a different kind; a
magic garden for little feet. In one
corner a sensory area has been made
with different textures and patterns set
into what will be a carpet of soft, cool,
round leafed grass once established.
There is also a dinosaur park where
imaginations can run wild.
In the other corner of our garden we have
released our feijoa and citrus trees from the
confines of their pots into a Rimu log
garden bed. Here we have planted viola
flowers which can be used in salads, mint
and other herbs are being added and will
spill over into the lawn to create a lovely

herb garden so that as the children climb
over the logs their senses will enjoy the
different fragrances from the herbs. They can
also pick these for their tasting table.

Already on the menu has been baby salad leaves from
the vegie garden and there is much anticipation as the
children watch strawberries forming and tomatoes
growing along with cucumber and other edible
goodies. Children have taken salad greens home for
their family to enjoy, sharing the experience of growing
food to eat.
Next month we go underground as we study worms and
their importance in the garden. Did you know that
approximately half of what Auckland households send
to landfill is compostable material; 10% is from the
garden and whopping 40% is from the kitchen. This food
waste alone weighs in at about 90,000 tonnes each
year.
When food scraps are mixed with other rubbish in the landfill, we lose all that valuable
nutrient forever. There is something easy we can do to help fix all those problems. Instead
of sending kitchen and garden waste of to the landfill, simply compost it… food for thought.
We are pleased to welcome Joanna (Juan) Sun to Kiwi Room. While new to early childhood
education in New Zealand, Joanna is a registered teacher in China and has taught for over
20 years. She went on to complete a BA in Law and a Masters in Logistics before becoming
an Associate Professor at her university. Joanna is eager to foster exploration and learning
in our toddler room, she has a wealth of knowledge and worldly experience and is a
welcome addition to our Teaching Team.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish our families celebrating Diwali a very Happy
Diwali, may this be a special time for you and your family.
Thanks to Madhavi for the beautiful Rangoli decorations in our foyer and Ozair for
completing the picture in his fine traditional attire.

Ngā mihi

